
        

 

 

 
March 
26-28 ï Victoria, B.C. (Rms. 5,6,7)   Overnight 
28 ï Steering Committee Mtg.    3:45-5:00 PM 
29 ï PTA Special Session    7:00-8:30 PM 
30 ï Field Trip ï Green River (Rms. 6/7)   Cancelled 
April 
02 ï PTA Board Mtg.      7PM 
05 ï Garden Committee Mtg. (Greenhouse)  3:15-4:30 PM 
 05 -  Many Cultures One World    6:00-8:00 PM 
09-13 ï Spring Break     No School 
15 ï Garden Work Party     9:00 AM-12:00 PM 
18 ï General PTA Meeting    7:00 ï 8:30 PM 
28 ï Garden Work Party     9:00 AM-12:00 PM 
25 ï Technology &Communications meeting  7:00-8:30 PM 
    

 
 

 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ORCA 
MONDAY BULLETIN 

March 26, 2007 
 

Phone:   252-6900     
 

Fax:    252-6901   
 

Website:   
 

www.orcaatcolumbia.org 

THOUGHTS FROM BEN  

Many of our 4
th
 and 5

th
 graders are in Victoria this week. Thanks for the amazing extra efforts from 

parents and staff to pull that experience off. 

 

Katrina, I Too Am Worthy finished an amazing three-week run.  Donte Felderôs play was a powerful 

reminder about the personal and institutional affects of the racism that played out so clearly in that 

tragedy.  His challenge to the audience to remember Katrina and take action will continue to echo in the 

larger community.  

 

On Thursday, from 7-8:30 pm there will be a special session of the PTA with several guests to discuss 

decision-making, communication, and social justice curriculum at alternative schools.  Elaine Packard, 

School Board Member Mary Bass, SEA official Sapina Pele, and Seattle Public Schoolôs Director Ruth 

Medsker are among the panel members who will be in attendance.  Childcare will be provided.  They 

will help set the context for a discussion about decision-making that is happening as a part of our K-8 

planning.  Please see Mikalaôs K-8 update for more information.  

 

Judy Camann recently merited recognition for Notable Professional Performance in support of SPS 

Academic and Fiscal Sustainability Goals.  She was singled out by Raj Manhas, Michelle Corker, 

Associate Academic Officer and Colleen Stump, Manager Special Education.  By writing careful 

Individualized Education Plans to guide the educational process for the students in Room 8,  Judy 

facilitated the approval of additional funding for Seattle Public Schools through the Federal Safety Net 

grant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Garden News: 

 

Thanks so much to Allison Bullard, Lizzie Zemke, Eve Soffer, Dave Smith, Koichi 

Kitazumi, Carey Thornton, TA McCann, Kenya Fredie and the children for coming out to 

work in the garden on a rainy morning that turned lovely. We got lots of good work done in 

preparation for the Plant Sale May 12
th
. 

 

Next several work parties are April 15
th
, April 28

th
, and May 5

th  
 all from 9-12. Drop in! 

Please come out and help us tend garden in our last year at this wonderful site. If anyone has 

a little time after school, come by and Carey or Kenya will find you a little job in the 

greenhouse that fits your schedule.  
 

DO YOU HAVE any perennials to divide, tubers or starts, gallon or 4 inch plastic pots? Please bring 

in what youôve got to donate to the Garden Sale cause! The kids are planting and transplanting away 

and we need pots to grow into!!   Any other donations of garden art or other garden items we can 

sell on May 12th would be much appreciated.  

 

Weôre hoping to have the last ORCA at Columbia Plant Sale on May 12th be a big community event 

with food, music and lots of hanging out. Put it on your calendar, and please contact me if you have 

any thoughts on how youôd like to help make it a great day.  

 

Sarah Hufbauer 

300-8152 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Kids Tent at the Columbia City Farmer's Market is a special place for children to create craft 

projects, get their face painted or explore something new.  Last year daycare centers, preschools, 

libraries and health clinics each sponsored a Wednesday of activities. 

 

Weôre looking form more sponsors for this yearôs market.  Sponsoring is easy to do!  The market 

provides an 8ôX8ô tent, long table and some chairs.  You provide an activity.  It should be a hands-

on activity that would appeal to kids between the ages of 3 to 10.  We ask that you arrive by 2:30 to 

set up your activity, stay until 6:00 and clean up when you are done. 

 

We also encourage you to bring your kids to the market any Wednesday to enjoy the festivities, play 

at the Kids Tent, and discover more about the food being sold at the market. Most weeks there are 

cooking demos by local chefs and live music. For many kids, this becomes a chance for them to 

make the connection between the food they eat and how it's grown and what it looks like. 

 

Opening day is May 2nd. Feel free to pass this along to any organization you know that may be 

interested in sponsoring. 

 

Please fee free to contact me if you have any questions. 

 

Thank you 

Rachel Harrison 

Kids Tent Coordinator for the Columbia City Farmer's Market  
 

206 725 7299 
racheleharrison@gmail.com 
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K-8 Update 

 
Last Thursday a dedicated group of staff and parents met to discuss Communication and Decision-

Making as part of the K-8 planning process.  A summary of their efforts is below. 

 

 

 

Weekly E-mail distribution list  
Last week we experimented with sending out the Monday, weekly bulletin via email.  Our email list 

included 266 names of Orca parents.  We have had only about ten bouncebacks (that means we had a 

bad email address) and we only two people on the list asked to be removed from it.  We have also had 

about 10 new names added directly to the list as well as we are incorporating some of the classroom 

distribution lists.  If you still arenôt receiving the Monday bulletin by email and would like to, please 

send your correct email address to me at john.orcapta@gmail.com .  Soon we will begin 

experimenting with ways to eliminate distribution of the paper copy to those who are satisfied with 

only getting the electronic version. 

 

Also, please remember that the Monday bulletin is always published on the Orca Web site at 

www.orcapta.org along with many other useful articles, links, calendar items and announcements. 

Deadline for Orca Newsletter Submission 

This coming Friday, March 30, is the deadline for submission of articles, pictures and 

artwork to be considered for inclusion in the Spring edition of the Orca newsletter (which 

will come out right after Spring break).  In particular we are looking for items student 

contributions and for items about what is going on in each class. 

 

Submissions can be made by sending them as an email to John Kottcamp at 

john.orcapta@gmail.com or putting them in the PTA box in the school office.  If neither 

works for you, give me a call and we can work something out. My number is 425 829-1045. 

Lost and Found 
Lost and Found articles will be taken down to families in need on Friday, April 6, 2007. 

Parents, please come and retrieve your childrenôs clothing, lunch boxes, gloves, shoes, etc. 

Communication Discussion Follow-up:  Parents and staff have been discussing how to improve communication 

between staff and families. The discussion was sparked by communication breakdowns around discipline issues 

last fall. Based on the suggestions parents brought to staff, and staff response, three principles for future 

communication at Orca were proposed.  
 

1) Parents would like to be informed about significant decisions/policies/issues, and have opportunities to 

provide input. They would like to collaborate closely with staff regarding any concerns with their child. 
 

2) Staff appreciate the participation and involvement of parents, and want to emphasize the importance of 

respectful communication.  Respectful communication considers issues of tone, staff expertise and 

accountability, staff limitations, and the recognition that many staff activities are voluntary. 
 

3) Strong family involvement relies upon good communication.  The SPS Alternative Education policy is a 

resource for developing community practices.  

 

 


