
        

 

 
 
 

 
May 
02 ï Young Authorôs Festival 
03 ï Field Trip (Rm. 2)     9:15-2:00 PM 
04 ï Field Trip (Rms. 7,9)    10:30 AM-1:00 PM 
07 ï PTA Board Mtg.     7:00-8:30 PM 
08 ï 5

th
 Grade Scoliosis Test    Nurses Office 

08 ï 6
th
 Grade Family Mtg.    6:30 PM 

10 ï Lifetouch Class Pictures    9:30 AM 
11 ï K-8 Program Mtg.     3:30-5:00 PM 
12 ï Garden Plant Sale     9:00 AM-3:00 PM 
16 -  Two Hour Early Dismissal    1:00 PM 
16 -  PTA General Meeting    7:00 PM ï 8:30 PM 
23 ï Technology Committee Meeting   7:00 PM ï 8:30 PM 
24 ï K-8 Planning Meeting    7:00 PM ï 8:30 PM 
28 ï No School (Memorial Day Holiday)   No school 
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THOUGHTS FROM BEN  

Last week and this week are filled with hiring tasks.  My article is short because I spent the weekend 

contacting references and coordinating hiring committee activities. 

 

We had an interesting dialogue at the Community K-8 meeting on April 26 talking about different 

principles to guide decision-making and some possible structures to increase parent/teacher overlap in 

decision-making.  You will hear more in coming weeks on the topic. 

 

Our art position was removed from the interview process.  With current hiring guidelines, specific 

positions occasionally have to be set aside to ensure that Seattle Public Schools is able to meet its legal 

and contractual obligations to employees.  The expectations and job description for our art position were 

clearly defined, and I am confident that our next art teacher will be bring a unique set of talents and skills 

to fill Beckyôs enormous shoes. 

 

On Wednesday is Young Authors Day.  The Young Authors Project and staff have been working hard to 

put together a slate of writers and help all students publish something they can share.  Come join us if 

you are able! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advice from the K-8 Trenches: Salmon Bay Students Serve on Orca Alumni 

Middle School Panel  
 

 

 
As the panelists introduced themselves at the Orca Alumni Middle School Panel last Friday, they were asked which 

teachers theyôd had when they were at Orca. Most just mentioned their 4
th
/5

th
 grade teachers, but one girl recited her 

entire roster of Orca staff, starting with Marletta. The audience of L-Pod students responded with a round of applause, 

honoring both her feat of memory and the teachers themselves ï several of whom were in the audience, smiling 

proudly. 

 

Fifth grader Camille Pahl moderated the panel of Salmon Bay kids, asking questions generated by L-Pod students. A 

few questions focused on Orca (ñWere you here when they painted the murals on the walls?ò  Indeed they were ï and 

they can tell you which salmon, watermelon, or lizard they painted). 

 

But mostly the Orca fourth and fifth graders wanted to know what middle school is like. The news was reassuring, for 

the most part.  

 

ñI couldnôt find any of my classes for like a week. But then I got the hang of it.ò  

After the initial scary transition ï ñyouôre the smallest one again!ò ï the panelists reported liking their new life. At 

Salmon Bay the sixth graders are on a separate floor from the older kids, and ñthe sixth graders have all their classes 

together, except for electives.ò Our panelists felt this separation helped make the transition from elementary school 

easier: ñI thought it was nice to have your own floor, because seventh and eighth graders scared me a little bit.ò They 

appreciated the orientation they got during the first week of school, meeting the new teachers, getting to know each 

other, easing into their new schedules.  

 

ñSwitching classes is one of my favorite parts.ò  

The news that thereôs no recess elicited some groans, but Salmon Bay middle schoolers do get to eat lunch outside 

with their friends. And ñyou get five minutes between classes ï you can talk to your friends. You go to your locker, 

and a lot of your friendsô lockers are by your locker ï itôs fun.ò In addition to social time in the halls, the students 

enjoyed the range of classes and activities available in middle school. ñThere are more programs, like skiing and 

snowboarding for Winter Enrichment.ò ñYou get to do more stuff, have more privileges.ò 

 

ñIn elementary school people are telling you what to do all the time. In middle school you have more control.ò 
The students all liked being older, feeling more responsible, having more freedom. Among their new responsibilities, 

student government got mixed reviews. The students liked doing things: organizing events, calling up parents to get 

help with field trips, having ñeverything that went on at school run by us.ò When student government became a 

calculated effort to teach them about ñpolitics and stuff,ò it was deemed ñreally, really boring.ò (We heard this from 

TOPS students too: ñIf youôre going to have a student government, give us real power!ò) 

 

ñYou need to find a way to organize yourself.ò 

Asked what advice they had for those preparing for middle school, they responded unhesitatingly: ñUse your planner! 

You can be like, óIôll remember my homework ï I donôt need to write it down,ô but a lot of times you donôt.ò ñMiddle 

school classes are harder. If you fall behind itôs hard to catch up. So turn in your homework!ò (During the snack 

session after the panel, a couple of the Salmon Bay girls had further useful wisdom for a fourth grader who wanted to 

know, ñWhy are those boys acting so weird?ò The answer, delivered with a shrug and a weary eye-roll: ñTheyôre 

boys.ò)  

 

Many thanks to our panelists for taking the time to share their experiences with us: Maddie Bell, Ronnie 
Coulter, Fiona Lloyd-Muller, Aaron & Tyler Webster, Amber & Jesse Worden. And thanks to Camille Pahl 
for organizing the event, with assistance from Brianna Heins and Katherine Law. 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Young Authorôs Festival Needs Your Help 

 

Dear Friend of Orca, 

  

We are preparing for the fifteenth Young Authors Festival on Wednesday, May 2, 2007, and we 

need your help.  

 
In addition to exciting performances by Kofi Anang and the actors from ñSomething Big,ò Orca 

students share their own ópublishedô writing. These readings are done in small groups, and we are 

looking for volunteers to facilitate these groups. The students are hard at work preparing for your 

visit and look forward to your feedback and encouragement. 

 

We begin at 12:30 PM with a short orientation meeting in the library with snacks before the 

session.  The SHARING SESSION itself will take place from 1:00 to 1:45 PM.  

  

In addition to facilitating the group and providing feedback to the students, it would be fun if you 

could bring a story that you think they would enjoy or a short work you have written to share with 

the children. They are inspired by other authors because they place your writing into the context of 

their own sharing and feedback.  

   

Please come and participate in this valuable learning experience. We truly appreciate your effort in 

taking time from your busy lives to join us. If you have any questions or concerns, please call 

Lizabeth Coller (Kai Talbertôs mom) at 722-8160. 

  

Sincerely,  The Orca Young Authors Committee 

 

Orca Community Survey: We want to hear what you think 

Please take a few minutes and fill out the survey we sent out in last weekôs bulletin.  Itôs 100% 

anonymous and is not intended to be an evaluation of any individual or program. If you have more 

than one child at Orca, you may choose to fill out multiple surveys if your opinions differ 

according to each childôs experience. Upon completion, please return to your teacher, put in the 

PTA book in the Orca office or email the electronic version to John Kottcamp at 

john.orcapta@gmail.com no later than Friday May 5
th
.   Results will be shared with the teachers 

and with parents at the May PTA meeting as well as posted online. 

 

  
VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED FOR THE GYM!  

 
Fran needs folks to help move and toss equipment in preparation for the move to Whitworth. 

 
She will be meeting in the Gym on Saturday, May 19th

 and Saturday, May 26th
 from 10AM �± 

Noon.  If we get lots of folks, we might not even need to meet on the 26
th
! There is a lot of 

equipment and some of it needs to be boxed and some of it needs to be tossed. The more the 

merrier!  Iôll provide the water and the snacks!! 

 
Call Fran at: 252-6914 if you are interested and willing!  

 

 

Staff and Class pictures will be on May 10 

 
If you are interested in helping could you please call the office.  Weôll only need 2 or 3 volunteers. 

 

 


