O RCA Phone:  252-6900
Fax: 252-6901

MONDAY BULLETIN [ \website:

April 30, 2007 .
www.orcaatcolumbia.org
May
02i Young Authorodés Festival
037 Field Trip (Rm. 2) 9:15-2:00 PM
047 Field Trip (Rms. 7,9) 10:30 AM-1:00 PM
077 PTA Board Mtg. 7:00-8:30 PM
087 5" Grade Scoliosis Test Nurses Office
087 6" Grade Family Mtg. 6:30 PM
107 Lifetouch Class Pictures 9:30 AM
117 K-8 Program Mtg. 3:30-5:00 PM
127 Garden Plant Sale 9:00 AM-3:00 PM
16 - Two Hour Early Dismissal 1.00 PM
16 - PTA General Meeting 7:00 PM 1 8:30 PM
231 Technology Committee Meeting 7:00 PM 1T 8:30 PM
247 K-8 Planning Meeting 7:00 PM 1 8:30 PM
281 No School (Memorial Day Holiday) No school

A THOUGHTS FROM BEN

Last week and this week are filled with hiring tasks. My article is short because | spent the weeke
contacting references and coordinating hiring committee activities.

We had an interesting dialogue at the Commun# ikeeting on April 26 tking about different
principles to guide decisiemaking and some possible structures to increase parent/teacher overla|
decisionmaking. You will hear more in coming weeks on the topic.

Our art position was removed from the interview process. Wditrent hiring guidelines, specific
positions occasionally have to be set aside to ensure that Seattle Public Schools is able to meet it
and contractual obligations to employees. The expectations and job description for our art positio
clearly defined, and | am confident that our next art teacher will be bring a unique set of talents an
to fill Beckyds enormous shoes.

On Wednesday is Young Authors Day. The Young Authors Project and staff have been working |
put together a slataf writers and help all students publish something they can share. Come join us
you are able!



Advice from the K-8 Trenches: Salmon Bay Students Serve on Orca Alumni
Middle School Panel

As the panelists introduced themselves at the Orca Alumni Middle School Panel last Friday, they were asked 1
t eacher s t hteywer atiaal Mosthust mentioned théii5% grade teachers, but one girl recited her
entire roster of Orca staff, starting with Marletta. The audienceRdd.students responded with a round of applau
honoring both her feat of memory and teachers themselvésseveral of whom were in the audience, smiling
proudly.

Fifth grader Camille Pahl moderated the panel of Salmon Bay kids, asking questions generé®ed lsyudents. A
few questions focused on Orthe(mMWemnksyon hahbaeeinvaadtE
they can tell you which salmon, wateglon, or lizard they painted).

But mostly the Orca fourth and fifth graders wanted to know what middle scHib@l.i3he news was reassuring, fo
the most part.

il couldndét find any of my classes for |ike a wee
After the initial scary transitiohni y ou 6 r e t h e s ihthd parelsts reponted likinggheir new lide. At
Salmon Bay the sixth graders areonasepdrateé r f rom t he ol der kids, and
together, except for electives. 0 Our panelists fe
easier: Al thought it was ®enté Bodhevehybugradert
appreciated the orientation they got during the first week of school, meeting the new teachers, getting to know
other, easing into their new schedules.

ASwitching classesrts. one of my favorite pa

The news that thereds no recess elicited some grc
with their friends And flyyowcangaikito ydui fieeds. ivou gaita yews lockee, t
andalotofyouf ri endsd® | ockeiist @g ef bbry. y olum ddadikteiron t o s
enjoyed the range of c¢classes and activities availl
snowboarding for Wunget Eoridohmeme. dtaa¥f, have mc
Al n el ementary school people are telling you what

The students all liked being older, feeling more responsible, having more freedom. Amongwheisponsibilities,
student government got mixed reviews. The students dkét things: organizing events, calling up parents to get
help with field trips, having Aneverything that we
calculatel ef fort to teach them about dApolitics and st
TOPS students too: Al f youbre galpowet bOhave a st

AYou need to find a way to organize yourself .o
Askedwha dvi ce they had for those preparing for midc
You can be | ike, Ol DDl |ldaoredne mbeed myo hwrmetwe rikt d o wn
school classes are harder. Ifyoa | | behind itdéds hard to catch up. ¢
session after the panel, a couple of the Salmon Bay girls had further useful wisdom for a fourth grader who we
know, AWhy are those boy ®livaedwith a shrugamd awearyrayw?| ol :T hfeT he
boys 0)

Many thanks to our panelists for taking the time to share their experiences with us: Maddie Bell, Ronnie
Coulter, Fiona Lloyd-Muller, Aaron & Tyler Webster, Amber & Jesse Worden. And thanks to Camille Pahl
for organizing the event, with assistance from Brianna Heins and Katherine Law.



TheYoung Authords Festival Needs Your Helop
Dear Friend of Orca,

We are preparing for the fifteentoung Authors Festivalon Wednesday, May 2, 2007, and we
need your help.

I n addition to exciting perfor manceisg,by &r
students share their own &6published6 writ
looking for volunteers to facilitate these groups. The students are hard at work preparing for y
visit and look forward to your feedback and emagement.

We begin atl2:30 PMwith a short orientation meeting in the library with snacks before the
session.The SHARING SESSION itself will take place from 100 to 1:45 PM

In addition to facilitating the group and providing feedback to the students, it would be fun if y:
could bring a story that you think they would enjoy or a short work you have written to share v
the children. They are inspired by ettauthors because they place your writing into the context
their own sharing and feedback.

Please come and participate in this valuable learning experiéeceuly appreciate your effort in
taking time from your busy lives to join us. If you hamy questions or concerns, please call
Lizabeth Coll er at(f(228160. Tal bert 6s mom)

Sincerey, The Orca Young Authors Committee

Orca Community Survey: We want to hear what you think

Pl ease take a few minutes and fill ou®% t|I
anonymous and is not intended to be an evaluation of any individual or program. If you hav
than one child at Orca, you may choose to fill out multiple surveys if your opinions differ
according to eatponampletiod, pleaseaetupngouriteachee, put in the
PTA book in the Orca office or email the electronic version to John Kottcamp at
john.orcapta@gmail.como later than Friday May'5 Results will be shared with the teachers
and withparents at the May PTA meeting as well as posted online.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE GYM!

Fran needs folks to help move and toss equipmeptéparation for the move to Whitworth.

She wil be meeting in the Gym on Saturdayay 19" and SaturdayMay 26" from 10AM =+
Noon If we get lots of folks, we might not even need to meet on the Utere is a lot of
equipment and some of it needs to be boxedsantk of it needs to be tossdthe more the
merrier! Il 61l provide the water and th

Call Fran at: 252-6914 if you are interested and wiing!

Staff and Class pictures will be on May 10

I f you are interested in helping could vy«



