
        

 

 

 
May 
08 ï 6

th
 Grade Family Mtg.    6:30 PM 

10 ï Lifetouch Class Pictures    9:30 AM 
11 ï Field Trip (Scats)     9:15 AM-12:00 PM 
11 ï K-8 Program Mtg.     3:30-5:00 PM 
12 ï Garden Plant Sale     9:00 AM-3:00 PM 
15 ï Powerful Schools Board Mtg.    6:00-7:30 PM 
16 ï Early Dismissal (2 hours)    1:10 PM 
18 ï Field Trip (Rms. 6,7)    9:30 AM-2:00 PM 
23 ï Technology Mtg.     7:00-8:30 PM 
24 ï K-8 Mtg.      7:00-8:00 PM 
25 ï Cultural Center (Phi Hoôs Dance Group)  1:30-2:30 PM 
31 ï Race Forum     6:00-8:30 PM 
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THOUGHTS FROM BEN  

We have entered the last leg of the year, and nothing is going to slow down.   Young Authorôs Festival was a great 

celebration of student writing and the efforts of our Young Authorôs Project.  The committee of parents and staff 

who have been coordinating writing support this year have helped bring a new level of attention to writing 

instruction and student publishing. 

 

We finished the hiring process for new staff last Friday.  Our various hiring committees were active all the way 

until the 5:00 pm hiring deadline on May 4
th
.  We were able to reel in a talented group of new staff to help form 

some great teams for next year.  New hires will be spotlighted in our newsletter during upcoming weeks.  This 

week you can read a short biography Jim McCullough, our new Kindergarten teacher.  He joined us from Dunlap, 

where heôs been a 1
st
 grade teacher for the last few years (before that he taught with Stacy Stark at Hawthorne). 

We added two new 4
th
/5

th
 grade teachers, David Wilhelm and Matt Carter.  David began his teaching career as a 

student teacher in Lizôs class at Orca, spent some time at TOPS, and has been teaching intermediate grades at 

Whitworth for the last several years.  Matt taught in a bilingual immersion school in California, and has in recent 

years been teaching in a behavior intervention classroom at John Muir.  Our new PE teacher David Couture, has 

been teaching PE at Sanislo this year, and prior to that taught in intermediate classrooms at Kimball.  Finally, our 

multi-talented new Art teacher, Audrey Kuboki, provides another bridge to Whitworth.  She has been teaching 

there for several years, in assignments that ranged from art to reading intervention. 

 

This week Donte and Katherine will be meeting with 6
th
 grade families on Tuesday at 6:30 pm to share updates  on 

program development, and also get input for some of the plans they are developing for next year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

      

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thereôs still time to take part in the Orca Community Survey 

 
There's still Time - Extended to May 11th, Make your voice heard. Attached is the 2007 Orca 

Community Survey.  Please save the Word document, complete it, save it and then return to 

john.orcapta@gmail.com as an attachment 

 

A short biography on Jim McCullough, our new Kindergarten teacher 
 

Jim McCullough was born and raised in Seattle, child nine in a family of fifteen.  

He has one son and one wife. He likes animals, especially birds, squirrels, and bears. Cats, however, 

dislike him. 

 

In his fifth year of life funding for kindergarten was cut in Seattle, so he did not attend kindergarten. 

Undeterred by this, he eventually became a kindergarten teacher.  

 

He has studied Lushootseed, the native language of the Puget Sound region. He speaks several 

languages, in particular Japanese which he and his family speak at home. He knows a lot about the 

solar system and space, but has never traveled in a rocket. He is unaware of having lived any 

previous lives.  

 

He has taught preschool, kindergarten, elementary, and adult ESL. He has been a guest teacher in 

Blois, Johor Bahru, and Vilnius. He likes trees and has a katsura, a momiji, a dogwood, and a 

sweetgum among others. On his parking strip he and his family care for their registered Wildlife 

Habitat site. He wishes Canada, home of hockey, Labatts, and universal health insurance, would 

annex Washington State. 

 

 

Staff and Class pictures will be on May 10 

 
If you are interested in helping could you please call the office.  Weôll only need 2 or 3 volunteers. 

 

 

Orca End of Year Celebration - Save the date: Thursday, June 21, 6-9pm 
  
Call for volunteers. Please let us know if you'd like to help with the End of  Year party. We 

are looking for some fun ideas and help with coordination.  Please contact: Monica Coulter 

monica.coulter@comcast.net, or Carrie Boram  carrie@boramink.com for more information. 

 

 

 Seattle Public Schools is pleased to invite you to say ñhelloò to  

Dr. Maria Goodloe-Johnson, Incoming Superintendent. 

 
Date:   Thursday, May 17, 2007 

Time:   6:30 ï 8:30 p.m. 

Place:  John Stanford Center for Educational Excellence, 2445 3rd Avenue South, Seattle, 98124 

  

Join us as we begin her transition to Seattle.  Dr. Goodloe-Johnsonôs first official day on the job is 

Monday, July 9, 2007; but she is here for a visit on May 17.  

 

http://www.seattleschools.org/area/m_news/May17openpublicinvitation.pdf 

mailto:monica.coulter@comcast.net
mailto:carrie@boramink.com
http://www.seattleschools.org/area/m_news/May17openpublicinvitation.pdf



