
        

 

 

 
May 
23 ï Technology Mtg. (Rm. 6)    5:30-7:00 PM 
24 ï Field Trip (Rms. 2/5)    9:30-1:30 PM 
24 ï Camp Mtg. Potluck (Rms. 2/Ptb. B)   6:00 PM ï Stacyôs Portable 
24 ï K-8 Planning Mtg.     7:00-8:00 PM 
28 ï Memorial Day     No School 
29 ï Literacy & Cultural Relevancy Night   6:00-8:30 PM 
June 
04-06 ï Camp Indianola (Rms. 4/13)   Overnight 
05 ï Field Trip (Rms. 5/7)    9:30-12:30 PM 
06-08 ï Camp Indianola (Rms. 3/9)   Overnight 
07 ï Jack Preletsky (All School)    1:00-2:30 PM 
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THOUGHTS FROM BEN  

Congratulations to all the authors from Portable B who read at Hugo House on May 17!  There were many 

wonderful stories told.  Thanks to Stacy Stark and John Brockhaus for making it possible. 

 

Thanks so much to all of the families who contributed to a wonderful staff appreciation week.  Staff felt well 

loved!  The wild green bouquets that accompanied the flowers were a new favorite!  Our whole community 

(families too!) has been working hard, and it felt acknowledged. 

 

A few parents have raised concerns about cars turning around in the north driveway during drop off and pick up 

times.  Please use the Columbia Plaza parking lot to pull in and turn around when dropping children off (for early 

morning and late afternoon First Base drop offs it is ok to park in the north Orca parking lot). 

 

Weôve been planning for our move to Whitworth and transition to a K-8 for almost a year now, and the number of 

things coming together right now is exciting (as well as a little overwhelming). 

 

Last week both Orcaôs staff and PTA discussed and approved a proposal to establish a new decision making 

structure--a Leadership Council.  The Leadership Council will merge the school leadership team and the PTA 

board into a single body.  The Councilôs will serve several important roles:  keepers of Orcaôs vision and 

transformation plan, decision-making filter, guide, and facilitator, communication hub, and a creator of school 

policy.  Most importantly, it will address a long-standing need to bring family and staff representatives together 

regularly to collaborate on Orca issues.  The PTA nominating committee is currently looking for volunteers to 

serve as PTA on the Leadership Council.  If youôre interested in being considered please contact Mary Elder at 

722-3699 or maryselder@gmail.com. 

 

We are working to order materials for next yearôs 6
th
 grade curriculum.  With support from a number of sources, 

the K-8 program committee is putting together lists of supplemental curriculum materials to fit within a June 1
 

budget timeline.  Seattle Public Schoolsô Learning and Teaching Department is providing additional resources to 

order new materials.  The K-8 program committee also  presented staff  with a framework for Orcaôs 

environmental science focus, and a K-8 articulation of anti-bias/equity concepts, complete with curriculum 

resources (many thanks to Lisa Carscaden for her enormous effort).  The final community-wide K-8 meeting of the 

year is on Thursday, May 24 from 7-8:30 pm.  Childcare is provided.  Come join us to preview discuss the 

smorgasbord of developments mentioned in the paragraphs above. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Updates from the Nutrition Committee  
 
There will be a final meeting of the year with our first students. It will be Thursday, May 31 at 9:30 am. We're 

sure to have a lively discussion with a look at interests for next year.  

 

Everyone's welcome. Lettuce tasting craze! Thanks to Michelle Perkins and Carey Thornton for helping. 

Fresh lettuce greens and herbs were lovingly picked and cleaned right before serving. The students helped 

spin lettuce dry and we served approximately 175 salads in about an hour. Students enthusiastically polished 

off the works (with added excitement for the Bok Choy blossoms.)  Thanks again to Kenya, Carey and the 

garden volunteers for growing the nutrition bed. Some favorite quotes... 

 

 "Your salad bar is quite famous, everyone at my table was yum, yum, yum." - Ezra, room 1 

 "I don't like salad - but this is good." Jesse, room 9 

 "I loved the salad. Can we have this everyday?" Lucy, room 4 

 

Recipe books sold out at the plant sale. We only printed a small number and can easily order more if you are 

interested. There will be display copies at upcoming meetings; Lunch Ideas, Northwest recipes and resources 

of what local foods are harvested throughout the seasons.  Thank you STEPS grant for making this and the 

salad bar feasible. 

Orca End of Year Celebration - Save the date: Thursday, June 21, 6-9pm 
  
Call for volunteers. Please let us know if you'd like to help with the End of  Year party. We 

are looking for some fun ideas and help with coordination.  

 

Please contact: Monica Coulter monica.coulter@comcast.net, or Carrie Boram  

carrie@boramink.com for more information. 

 

 

The Seattle group of Where's The Math is having a community get-together. 

 
Collect your best friends and favorite math textbooks and come to Greenwood Public Library 

conference room on Saturday, May 26th. Meeting planned from 10:00 - noon, and the room is 

reserved until 1:30 for post-meeting socializing and discussions.  Munchies will be available, and 

you are welcome to bring something yummy, either healthy or not. Address:  8016 Greenwood 

Avenue North, 98103 

Agenda will include: 

 WTM Seattle - welcome to new attendees, and overview to the group's mission. 

 Opportunity for new folks to "tell their stories". 

 Seattle math adoption.  Discuss current status and plan of action. 

 Update on state-level activities for mathematics. 

 Getting a WTM foot in the door with our incoming Superintendent, Maria Goodloe-Johnson as a 

math advocacy group. 

Provide resources and ideas for parents to spread sensibility in their schools and PTA's. People can 

call Rick at (206) 953-1153 if they have any questions 

mailto:monica.coulter@comcast.net
mailto:carrie@boramink.com


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Garden News 
 

As we mentioned last week, the last Garden Sale at our beloved Columbia site was a success. Along with the many 

wonderful folks below who gave time, energy, expertise and plants and other donations, we thank all the ORCA 

children who planted seeds, transplanted sprouts and cared for the great plants we spread out into the community.  

 

Weôll be selling some basil starts at the Farmerôs Market on Wednesday, but have tomatoes plants of many varieties 

to GIVE AWAY. (No cherries, sorry). If you want to grow tomatoes this summer, please come by and take a plant or 

two!! Take some for your neighbor! We want them to find homes. The nights are still a bit cold for these little guys, 

so you may want to keep them in their pots and bring them in at night for another week, before it warms up to put 

them in the ground, or in a bigger pot for the porch.  

 

Thanks so much to all the following (and to you we may have missed!): 

Tiana Colovos, Darryl Pahl, Tamara Guyton, Rob McCann, Lisa Ondrejcek, Amy Danielsen-Wong, Eve Soffer, 

Allyson Bullard, Phyllis Daniels, Terri Lovins, Kim House, Kate Malkin, Emily Nagel, Dave Smith, Eric Hess, Rod 

Gleysteen, Elise DeGooyer, Chris Rhinehart, Cheryl Carter, Nancy Kessler, Laura Clark, Katherine Law, Kelly 

Warner-king, Mike King, Koichi Kitazumi, Robin Miyata, Diana, Louis  & Tieran Sweeny-Bender, Kimberly 

Bowen, Mark Stoppel, Yvonne DeVita and Evaôs Grandmother Alberta Nielsen, Kerry VanderVeen, Pamela Jones, 

Deb Koon & John Koon, Laurie Elder, Sabrina Sebastian & Shauna Hernandez, Sumam Abraham, Caitlin Davis, 

Amy Fleetwood, Heather Nelson and Quinn Johnson, Teresa McCann, Joan Englemeyer, Julie Sullenszino, Maria 

Reyna and her son Mario, Jay Day for the refurbished vintage quilt, Arturo Rodriguez and his musical trio, Paul 

Talbert, Heather Chorley, Karen Jensen for loaning her truck, Master Gardeners--Yao Fou, Anza Muenchow, 

Margaret Kelly Rambo, and Fred Elkins!! Eunice, The First BASE crew, Tony Talevich and Mikala Woodward, 

Sarah Hufbauer, TA Mc Cann, Lizzie Zemke, Carey Thornton and Kenya Fredie.  

 
The following people/ businesses also contributed: 

Tyler Anderson/Spruce Gardening, Revival Lighting, Cedar Grove, The Woodland Park Zoo, Grant Lessig, Sea-Tac 

Gardens, Plantscapes, City Peopleôs Garden Center, Swansons, Loweôs, Home Depot, McLendonôs Hardware, 

Ravenna Gardenôs Lucca Statuary, Classic Nursery and Landscape Company, Gargoyle Statuary.  
 

Environmental Education/Garden Coordinator Position Update 

We have many interested candidates for the new position of Environmental 

Education/Garden Coordinator. Weôll be interviewing and hiring before the end of the 

school year. Please contact us if thereôs anyone you know who might be qualified! TA 

Mc Cann 229-9991 or Sarah Hufbauer 325-7626  

 

Elementary Math Curriculum Adoption (Public Hearing) 

 

Everyday Mathematics (primary); Singapore Mathematics (supplementary -to address basic skills) Public 

Hearing May 30 6-7pm (Sign up to speak at beginning of meeting).  School Board scheduled to vote 

immediately following public hearing on May 30.  
 

 Public Hearing on Elementary Math Curriculum Adoption, May 30, 6-7p, John Stanford Auditorium 

 Special Board Meeting on Elementary Math Curriculum Adoption, May 30, 7-8p, John Stanford 

Auditorium http://www.seattleschools.org/area/board/051607agenda/mathpresentation.p 

http://www.seattleschools.org/area/board/051607agenda/curriculumreport.p 

 

 


